Detection of cancer metastases in regional lymph nodes: comparative histological and immunohistological investigations with the broad-range anticytokeratin monoclonal antibody A45-B/B3.
A total of 113 patients with carcinomas of breast, testis, stomach and colon were examined for lymph node metastases by means of an exact case-by-case comparison by conventional histology and by immunohistochemistry using the anticytokeratin monoclonal antibody A45-B/B3. Among 891 examined lymph nodes, 90% of metastases were recognized by both methods, about 2% by histology alone, and more than 10% by immunohistochemistry alone. The method can be applied for intraoperative frozen section diagnosis.